
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

FUNERAL HOME/CASKET $2,324 $3,110 $4,162 $5,570 $7,454 $9,975 $13,349 $17,864 $23,906 $31,992

VAULT $612 $819 $1,096 $1,467 $1,963 $2,627 $3,516 $4,705 $6,296 $8,426

CEMETERY SPACE $542 $726 $971 $1,300 $1,740 $2,328 $3,115 $4,169 $5,579 $7,466

OPEN/CLOSE $530 $709 $949 $1,271 $1,700 $2,275 $3,045 $4,075 $5,453 $7,298

SINGLE MARKER $542 $726 $971 $1,300 $1,740 $2,328 $3,115 $4,169 $5,579 $7,466

TOTAL $4,551 $6,091 $8,151 $10,908 $14,597 $19,534 $26,141 $34,982 $46,814 $62,647

*United States Savings and Loan League study, December 14, 1970—assuming 6% annual inflation.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN? EMOTIONAL NEEDS RELATIONAL NEEDS SPIRITUAL NEEDS

• Urgent tasks and decisions, which would 
otherwise burden family members later, 
are handled now.

» Loved ones need to be protected during a time 
of emotional upheaval.

• Family members have no doubts about what 
the funeral or disposition should include.

» Helps prevent disputes regarding the type 
of memorialization and cost.

• Peace of mind that it gives you and your family.

» Arrangements are guaranteed to fulfill wishes and 
are protected from the rising costs of funerals.

COMMON REASONS WHY PEOPLE PLAN AHEAD

AS SEEN IN TIME MAGAZINE*

YOUR MEMORIAL GUIDE

• Allows loved ones to benefit from the 
recalled memories and loving support  
of family members and friends.

» Eliminates the stressful distractions of disturbing 
funeral details.

• Ensures that all funeral costs have been 
addressed—many times, it is completely paid.

» Protects existing insurance and savings as an estate 
for loved ones to share.

» Ensures your final wishes will be met in every detail – 
even if extensive medical costs decimate the estate.

EVENT OF DEATH ONSET OF GRIEFACUTE LOSS PERIOD

SEEING
As they face their common loss, friends and 
family of the deceased begin their journey to 
healing by expressing words of affection and 
saying a final goodbye. Their relationships are 
strengthened when surrounded by loved ones.

HEARING
Powerful emotions accompany the 

news that someone we love has died. 
For most people, their first thought 
is, “I can’t believe they’re gone.” The 

more unexpected the death, the more 
emotionally charged the survivors’ response.

REFLECTING
When we are loved, love changes us. As 
friends and family reflects on how the 
deceased has touched their lives, they 

will embrace memories that nurture 
healing. This period of reflection can be an 
important time of restoration and renewal 
that helps loved ones to evaluate the most 

important things in life.GATHERING
In gathering with friends and family, survivors 

are reminded that though something 
significant has changed in their lives, they 

can still find familiar comfort in the company 
of others.

CONNECTING
Though they gather with many, survivors will 
more deeply connect with a few close friends 
and family members, who will form a support 

network in the days and weeks following 
their loss.

SHARING
The emotional need to share the sad 

news allows survivors to express their 
initial feelings about the loss. While this 
sharing is comforting, it often leads to 
the question, “When will the service be 
held?” This can cause additional stress 

for those responsible for planning.

CELEBRATING
In this context, celebrating is not the 

same as “throwing a party” or “marking 
a holiday.” Celebrating a life allows for 

a special combination of emotional 
expressions – the sadness of loss and the 

joy of love shared.

VITAL STATISTICS
already on file saves the family from 

having to compile and deliver them to 

the funeral home within 24 hours for 

the death certificate. Also, it makes 

application easier on behalf of the 

family for all Social Security benefits.

INSURANCE INFORMATION
on file helps us assist your family in 

obtaining all benefits they are entitled to, 

ensuring that none are lost or forgotten.

INTERMENT REQUESTS
allows us to inform loved ones of the 

details regarding this segment of your 

final arrangements—as determined 

by you.

MILITARY RECORD
information allows us to serve your family 

by submitting the paperwork necessary for 

your veteran’s funeral benefits.

EMERGENCY CONTACT

INFORMATION
will give your family all the names and 

phone numbers they will need immediately 

during a time of emergency.

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
allows us to assist your family with the 

many details you want in personalizing 

your final arrangements.

FUNERAL SERVICE

REQUESTS
on file permits us to relieve loved ones 

from having to fabricate a complete set 

of instructions.

I ask the Funeral Home listed to archive this Memorial Guide document, which 

includes my detailed funeral arrangements, to be brought forward at my time of death.

Signed:

Date: 

Completed by:

2. Full Name

    Address

    City
     State             Zip

Telephone (        )
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F FUNERAL SERVICE/GATHERING PREFERENCE

Funeral Home 
City

Place of Service or Gathering:

Religious Preference

Participating Org. (Military, Fraternal, Lodge, Union, etc.)

C INSURANCE INFORMATION

B MILITARY RECORD

Branch
        DD-214 Requested:     Yes     No

Honors:      Yes     No       Flag:     Draped     Folded  

Presented to

First
Middle   

Last

(If Married or Widowed)

                   City
       State                             

       County

First
Middle   

Last

City
       State

County

City
       State

County

City
       State

County

WHITE COPY- Funeral Home    YELLOW COPY- Family

D PERSONS TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR FINAL ARRANGEMENTS

1. Full Name

    Address

    City
State          Zip

Telephone (        ) 

    Relationship

2. Full Name

    Address

    City
State          Zip

Telephone (        ) 

    Relationship

E EMERGENCY CONTACTS (Local, other than family members)        Please notify

1. Full Name

    Address

    City
     State             Zip

Telephone (        ) 

A VITAL STATISTICS

Full Name

Address

City
         State        Zip

Telephone (           )

E-mail

Birthplace

Date of Birth
Sex:        Male           Female

Social Security Number

Usual Occupation

Years

Type of Business

Highest Education

Ancestry/Race 

Marital Status

Name of Spouse

Date of Marriage

Place of Marriage

Father’s Name

Father’s Birthplace

Mother’s Maiden Name

Mother’s Birthplace

G SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Flower Preference:

         Casket Spray        Easel Spray     Basket Bouquet

Music: Organist

              Soloist

Music Selections:

Casket/Honorary Bearers: Please notify

Jewelry & Accessories:

Wedding Band        Stays On           Return to

        Eyeglasses               Stays On           Return to

        Other ________      Stays On           Return to 

Clothing Preference

        Current Wardrobe  New   Other

   Description/Color

Newspaper(s) for Obituary Notice

H INTERMENT PREFERENCES

Cemetery Property Owner
            n/a

Name of Cemetery

City & State

Burial:          Mausoleum          Lawn Crypt           Ground Burial

Cremation:       Burial Niche Family Pick- up 

Funeral Allowance

Notes:
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An Intentional Plan
to Begin Healing

If you have experienced a loss, your most important decision isn't 

whether to choose burial or cremation.  Your most important 

decision will be to fully understand how your choices impact the 

emotional, relational, and spiritual well-being of those who cared 

for, loved, and shared life with your loved one.

Our focus is to help you successfully navigate the Acute Loss 

Period, which is the crucial time between the event of death and the 

onset of grief. Our goal is to lead you through the seven phases of 

the Acute Loss Period in ways that will foster healing for you and 

the community- at the time of loss and in the days, weeks, and 

months that follow.

Our purpose is to ensure every family has an intentional plan to begin 

healing at the time of loss and to help them establish the vital habits 

and behaviors they will need for a healthy grief experience.

In his book, When We Must Say Farewell, Karl Jennings 
writes "In the end, your death doesn't belong to you, it 
belongs to anyone who has ever cared for, loved, or 
shared life with you." 




